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I.

INTRODUCTION
Acid washing is a common practice by pool professionals to prepare pools for new
plaster, removal of stains or to remove scale build-up. Precautions must be taken to
protect the technician and the environment from harmful effects of muriatic acid.

II.

PROCEDURES






The technician should wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) not only during
the acid washing procedure, but also during the disposal or cleaning up of a spill.
Recommended PPE includes the following:
o Rubber, neoprene gloves
o Splash goggles
o Appropriate air purifying respiratory device
o Protective footwear and clothing
The acid wash water should be neutralized to pH 7 using approximately 7.5 lbs of
sodium bicarbonate for each gallon of muriatic acid used. The sodium bicarbonate
should be added very slowly to control the release of gas which will cause bubbling
and fuming.
Local, state and federal guidelines should be identified and followed. Disposal of
neutralized acid wash water into sanitary or storm drains may not be permitted. If
an acceptable disposal area is not designated by state or local authorities,
discharging into an open, grassy area may be an option.

This APSP Information Bulletin (IB) has been prepared from the best information available at the time of its publication and represents a consensus of
the members of the APSP Recreational Water Quality Committee. The APSP makes no guarantee, and assumes no liability, in connection with any of
this information. Moreover, it should not be assumed that every acceptable procedure is included, or that special circumstances may not warrant
modified or additional procedures. Appropriate steps should be taken to ensure that the information is current when used. These suggestions should
not be confused with federal, state, provincial, municipal or insurance requirements, or with national safety codes. This IB is intended for the use of
trained professionals in the pool and spa industry, in conjunction with prior training and knowledge. The use of information or recommendations in
this IB is voluntary and its applicability and suitability for any particular use is the sole responsibility of the user. Nothing in this IB should be
interpreted as expressing either approval of, or disapproval of, any product or service. Comments are welcome and should be submitted to APSP. 
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